India had come into her own. The leaders had the
reins of Government and the disposal of millions of
rupees was in their hands. They had to be most vigilant.
They must be humble. People often thought nothing
of not keeping their word. They should never promise
what they could not do. Once a promise was made it
must be kept at all cost. This rule applied to every indi-
vidual and not to the members of the Government
only.
THE HARIJANS IN SIND                  N
A medical friend from Sind had written to Gandhiji
of the sad plight of the Harijans there. He said that
if the caste Hindus went away and the Harijans alone
were left in Sind, nothing but annihilation awaited
them. The only condition for life there would be com-
plete slavery and ultimate acceptance of Islam. The
Pakistan Government said many things,, but the Pakistan
officials did not implement them. Gandhiji said that
this was a sad state of affairs. In the Union also Pandit
Jawaharlalji and the Sardar had said that they would
give protection to the Muslims and they did not want
a single Muslim to leave the Union out of fear. What
he had told them about Panipat yesterday showed that
they could not have that assurance implemented to the
full. If that was the state of affairs in the Union, what
could he say to Pakistan? The Harijans of Sind, he^
was told, wanted to come away, but were not allowed
to do so. They were forced to do bhangi's work, even
when they were not used to such work. If true, it was
wholly wrong. The Pakistan Government should not
act in a way that might leave a permanent sore spot
on the Sikh and Hindu mind. Those Harijans, who
wanted to leave Sind, should be given facilities to do
so. No one could be forced to do bhangfs work. Today
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